
 
Dolgeville Central School District - Test to Stay Program 

Effective starting January 10, 2022 

In an effort to keep our students in school, Dolgeville CSD, Herkimer BOCES and other regional school 

districts worked with Herkimer County Public Health Department to create a plan that eliminates 

quarantines of healthy individuals and shortens quarantines based on the latest guidance from the New 

York State Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control. 

Test to Stay replaces precautionary quarantines with testing as a way to continue attending school in 

person. It also shortens quarantines from 10 days to five as measured from the onset of symptoms or 

the date of a positive COVID test, whichever is earlier—as long as the child wears a well-fitting mask for 

days six through 10. In summary, Test to Stay means that your child can stay in school for in-person 

instruction after being exposed to someone with COVID. 

The following conditions apply: 

● The student was exposed at school, on a bus, or school sponsored event  

● Initially, if the student is symptomatic on day zero, they will be isolated and sent home to 

quarantine for 5 days. This individual would not qualify for Test to Stay 

● If the exposed student is asymptomatic (free of symptoms) on day zero, they can remain in 

school, but must test upon arriving to school the next day (Day1) 

● The student must test on Day 1, Day 3, and Day 5 (receiving negative test results each Day). 

However, the school nurse may adjust the Day 1-3-5 testing schedule based on when the 

exposure takes place and when testing begins (due to weekends/holidays), provided the child 

remains asymptomatic (free of symptoms) 

● The exposed student was consistently and properly wearing a mask 

● Students participating in the Test to Stay program MUST have a signed permission form on file 

with the district giving DCS permission to rapid COVID test their child. No exceptions 

When and Where will students be tested for Test to Stay? 

● The student will be tested at Dolgeville CSD, first thing in the morning before school breakfast 

and homeroom, Days 1-3-5, in the designated testing area (indoor concession area across from 

the auditorium). Students MUST report to the testing area immediately upon arrival to school 

● Students will be tested using state provided iHealth rapid antigen tests, which will be used for 

the Test to Stay program 

● Any student testing positive in the Test to Stay program will be immediately isolated with a 

parent contact, and sent home to quarantine; and would no longer qualify for Test to Stay 

● Any student testing negative in the Test to Stay program will continue to attend school 



 

Logistics of Test to Stay  

● The student must test a total of three times (Day 1, 3, 5) 

1st COVID test - take this test immediately upon arrival at school on Day 1, if the test is 

negative, the student can attend school on Day 1 and Day 2 

2nd COVID test - take this test immediately upon arrival at school on Day 3, if the test is 

negative, the student can attend school on Day 3 and Day 4 

3rd COVID test - take this test immediately upon arrival at school on Day 5, if the test is 

negative, the student can attend school on Day 5 and beyond 

 

Most cases will fall under one of the three scenarios outlined below: 

Scenario #1:  A student is exposed to a confirmed COVID-19 case. The student will remain in school if 

asymptomatic (free of symptoms). A parent or guardian will pick up the child at school if they show 

symptoms. Note: The school nurse may adjust this schedule based on when the exposure takes place and 

when testing begins.) As long as the child tests negative for COVID and remains asymptomatic (free of 

symptoms), the child can continue attending school. 
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Scenario #2: An exposed student tests positive, but never develops symptoms:  The child must 

quarantine for five days, beginning from the positive test date. The school and parent must immediately 

notify Herkimer County Public Health (call 315-867-1176) of the test result. The child can return to 

school on the sixth day—but must wear a well-fitting mask for days six through 10.  
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Scenario #3:  An exposed student tests positive and develops symptoms:  If the child tests positive at 

any point and develops symptoms, the child must be quarantined for five days. Quarantine begins from 

the date of the positive test or from the onset of symptoms, whichever is earliest. The school and parent 

must immediately notify Herkimer County Public Health (call 315-867-1176) of the test result. The child 

can return to school on the sixth day if symptoms have improved and he or she has been fever free for 

48 hours—and wears a well-fitting mask for days six through 10. 
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